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BAYSWATER OPEN MEETING

- MONDAY, JUNE 25, 2018 AT 8:00 PM
BAYSWATER JEWISH CENTER, CORNER HEALY AVE. & DICKENS ST.

GUEST: KEVIN ALEXANDER of the
ROCKAWAY DEVELOPMENT & REVITALIZATION CORP.

WHY HAVE A CIVIC ASSOCIATION

This 15 a long love letter to the
residents of Bayswater, but it s
one that will explain the need for a
Civic Association, Bayswater Civic
Association, to exist with the support
and dues of every resident in this
wonderful community. So we ask your
forbearance in reading it.

Walk out the door. Take a deep breath.
The air is very fresh. There might be
an aroma of ocean in the air. Walk
around the block. Notice the trees and
flowers and shrubs growing on most
of the lawns. Such a pretty picture and
such a good feeling.

Take a walk to the bay, Jamaica Bay.
The ducks, geese, and an occasional
egret are on the water. 1f the sun is out,
the water is gleaming. If not, you see
the grey of the clouds reficcted in the
water. If the tide is low, there is a spit
of land that you might walk out on.
Not too good an idea, but it has been

done. Look across the bay and you
can see the planes taking off from
JFK. Then, there i1s lower Manhattan.

Remember the fall and the winter.
Think of the summer to come. Each
season brings its own charm and
beauty to the area.

This is wi... s is your
community. This is your Bayswater, a
beautiful community of families and
diversity.

It did not have to be this way.
Bayswater needed an organization to
keep the community as residential and
as lovely as it still appears. The early
1940's saw great growth with homes
built and sold upon completion. Older
buildings were either occupied or
converted into rental apartments. The
newer residents wanted to be sure that
Bayswater would continue to be the
Bayswater they moved into and they

Continned on page 3

JOIN US

Join us for our last meeting of the 2017/2018
season. It is a wonderful time of the year
as we look forward to summer with all its
pleasures.

We have as our guest Kevin Alexander,
director of the Rockaway Development and
Revitalization Corporation. He is a vital cog
in our quest for knowledge about what is
happening in Downtown Far Rockaway. We
see an old faithful store closing down in the
old Waldbaum's shopping center and a new
supermarket not opening on Beach Chan-
nel Drive. What is going on? This is our
opportunity to ask and find out what exactly
is happening in our backyard so to speak.

Important! All members in good standing,
having paid their dues, may vote tonight for
the officers of the BCA {List on Page 2}

Take this opportunity to meet your neigh-
bors, share a cup of coffee, and bring in your
BCA ducs of §25 for the 2018 year. It's a
wonderful way to support the Bayswater
volunteers who work for you.

If you can't atend, mail in your dues and
have an enjoyable summer. We'll s¢e you in
September









SANDY AND THE ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Queensborough President Melinda Katz was instrumental in setting
up a meeting on April 25, 2018 in Queensborough Hall between the
Army Corps of Engineers and the civic association representatives of
the Rockaway peninsula, Broad Channel, Howard Beach, Hamilton
Beach among others.

To our dismay, it was learned that after 6 years of study, there are no
plans for Bayswater's protection from Jamaica Bay.

BCA finds this unacceptable. The following letter was sent to all the
officials listed informing them of our disappointment and hope for a
better outcome. As always your letters and calls are most helpful as
we look for a better outcome. Please find representatives addresses on
Page 2. You can use our letter as an example.

BAYSWATER CIVIC ASSOCIATION,

BAYSWATER FAR ROCKAWAY

INC.

“The Honormble Quecasborouni President Melinda Kalx Scaastay

Borough Hail Phyils Riririck
1922 Bay M Sucoat

120-55 Queens Boulevard Bayswnicr, MY 11691

Kiw Gardens, Mesw York, 11424

May 18, 28

Dear Ms. Katz,

Thank you for having the April 25, 2018 meeting with the Army
Corps of Engineers with relationship to the Rockaway Peninsula and
environs.

Unfortunately, based upon what was said and the information heard
at this meeting, we of the Bayswater Civic Association find the
conclusions offered and, particularly for Bayswater, to be inadequate
and unacceptable.

Having shifted off the most difficult part of the Rockaway project - the
gate across the bay - to a years long study, it is impossible to believe
that any effort at all was put into the rest of the program, particularly
for Bayswater, Inwood, Broad Channel, and Hamilton Beach in the
six years that the problems were studied and solutions were to be
developed. So much time seems to have been wasted.

We are hoping that some changes will be made; that there will be more
concrete action taken in the very near future without another six years
going by.

Bayswater Civic Association is most disappointed. We cannot accept
the results of the Army Corps of Engineers. We saw what happened
before. Are we to sit and wait for another disaster and another six year
study?

We thank you again for having this meeting for us.

Yours truly,

President, Bayswater Civic Association

Ce: U.S. Senator Charles E. Assembly Member Michele Titus

Schumer Council Member Donovan

U.S. Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand  Richards
U.S. Representative Gregory W. Council Member Eric Ulrich

Meceks Community Board #14 President
State Senator James Sanders, JR.  Dolores Orr

State Senator Joseph Addabboe, Jr.  District #14 Manager Jonathan

Assembly Member Stacey Waskn

Pheffer Amato

STREET CHANGES COMING OUR WAY

Usually, we moan and groan when this happens. What now we ask. But
these changes may be of value.

From NEWSDAY, Thursday, May 31, 2018:

FLOOD PREVENTION ROAD WORK STARTS
$130M project to also create bike, pedestrian paths.
By Stefanie Dazio

A $130 million construction project has begun on problem intersections
of the Nassau Expressway to prevent flooding and ease congestion
along the roadway, a 6.35- mile evacuation route that runs from the
Atlantic Beach Bridge to Howard Beach.

Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo announced the start of construction, saving
in a news release that it would be completed in December 2019 - six
years ahead of schedule.

State comptroller records show that the Tully Group was awarded
a §93.5 million contract on May 23 for the work on the Nassau
Expressway, which is also knows as State Route 878.

The remaining $36.5 million is for preliminary engineering, hydraulic
analysis and environmental process work, according to the state
Department of Transportation.

Construction began Tuesday, and Tully will work during the day and
at night, according to the DOT. Day-to-day work hours have not yet
been determined.

Work is planned at Burnside Avenue in Inwood, Bay Boulevard in
Inwood and Rockaway Tumnpike in Lawrence. The 0.7-mile stretch
carries more than 56,000 vehicles daily and was constructed in 1975 as
an interim roadway officials said.

The construction project will raise the roadway 3 to 4 feet above the
floodplain - it's currently 2.5 feet below the 100-year floodplain - and
build new drainage structures, according to the release. A new bike and
pedestrian path, as well as turning lanes, will also be created.

Officials, also plan to remove a mound of construction debris- which
local residents call the Inwood mound - that rises 30 to 50 feet above
the roadway.

The second street change involves a DOT proposal for pedestrian safety
at the Beach Charnel Drive & Far Rockaway Beach Blvd intersection
as noted in THE WAVE, Friday May 25, 2018

INTERSECTION OVERHAUL
By Fionnuala O'Leary

The NYC Department of Transportation (DOT) revealed plans to
improve intersection safety, increase pedestrian access and simplify
the traffic flow in specific areas of the peninsula at a Community Board
14 Transportation committee meeting on May 22.

DOT Project manager Alice Friedman and the agency's pedestrian
project group presented a proposal which focused on pedestrian safety
at the Beach Channel Drive and Far Rockaway Boulevard intersection
ahead of a senior center opening up and the residential/commercial
nature of the area.

DOT proposed closing the slip lane from Beach Channel Drive to Far
Rockaway Boulevard with paint and creating a continuos path along
Beach Channel Drive to replace the crosswalk on Far Rockaway
Boulevard.

The boulevard would also become one-way westbound between Beach
Channel Drive and Bay 32nd Street, while Bay 32nd would become a
two-way street from Beach Channel Drive to Far Rockaway Boulevard.

The board heard that "the overall benefits for this project is simplifying
vehicular movement and improving the pedestrian access.”

Queens Peputy Borough Commissioner Al Silvestri described the
proposal as being "pretty solid" and an “immediate improvement” for
the elderly.

“There's a new Senior Center opening up right at this intersection.
We've been in contract with them back and forth. We've been at the
precinet and listened to their concerns,” he said.



